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Has for its fundamental principles the Religion of the 
Bible, and the Socialism of the Primitive Church. Its aim 
however, is to give its readers also a supply of general in- 
telligence, and the news of the day. 

Ternms—Free, to those who choose to receive freely: One 
Dollar per annum to those who prefer to pay. 

Specimen numbers willbe sent to those requesting them 
Any subscriber wishing to discontinue his paper, should re- 
turn us acopy with his name and residence written upon it, 
and the simple order, ‘ Discontinue.’ 

Address ““ THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. Y.” 


Che Oneida Association 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY. 


Nursery Fruit Trees of choiceVarieties; Grape 
Vines, Strawberry Plants &c.; Vegetables and 
Fruits in their season, at the Community Gardens. 

Tuackxer, Superintendent. 








Steel-Traps of the most approved Descriptions, 
for frontier and western Trapping, manufactured 
by the Community. 

8. Newnouse, Superintendent. 


Garden-Hes: A new and very complete arti- 
cle called the Scurrte Hoz, is manufactured and 
offered to the gardening public as above. 


Sewing-Silks: Merchants and Traders supplied 
with the various kinds of American manutacture, 
at wholesale prices. 

A. W. Carr, O H. Mitier, C. Ovps, Agents. 


ww PAA 


an Assortment of our own 


Traveling-Bags: 
stock. 


Manuiacture, from carefully selected 
Merchants supplied. 
H. W. Burnuam, 2 ¢ . 
Mas. E. oan Superintendents. 
Cravats: Satin Spring Cravats of the best 
styles, and thoroughly made. 
Mrs. 8. Van Veuzer, Superintendent. 
Palm-leaf Hats manufactured and for sale at 
the Community. 
Mrs. A. C. Sears, Superintendent. 


Milling : Custom work done as usual at the 
Cummunity Grist-mill, 
D. J. au, Miller. 


Job-Printing: most kinds of Printing carefully 
executed at the CircuLar Office. 

Designing and Wood-Engraving by E. H. 
De Larne, Oneida Association. 
Orders in any of the above branches 

may be addressed by letter or otherwise to 


THE ONEIDA ASSOCIATION, 


Oneida Depot, Madison Co., N. Y. 





Putney Commupe. 


GARDENING, NURSERY -GROW- 
ing and Milling. Address, 
M. L. WORDEN, «© « PUTNEY, VT. 


‘Wallingford Commune. 


FRUIT & MARKET GARDENING, 
Veraveling=-Bags 

Manufactured and for Sale. Address, 

ALLEN, ... WALLINGFORD, CONN. 


PUBLICATIONS, 


FOR SALE AT THE OFFICE OF THE CIRCULAR, 


A. 





The Berean; A Manual for the help of 
those who seek the Faith of the Primitive Church : 
an octavo volume of 500 pages.—By J. H. Noyes 
Price, 1,50. 


Bible Communism; A Compilation from the 
Annual Reports and other publications of the 
Oneida Association and its branches ; presenting, 
in connection with their History, a summary 
view of their Religious and Social Theories.— 
128 pages, octavo Price 50 cts. Printed and 

govianet atthe office of The Circular, Oneida, 


Salvation from Sin; Explained and De- 
fended by J. H. Noyes. Pamphlet, 6 1-4 cts. 


Annual Reports; 


Oneipa ASSOCIATION. 


(2d and 3rd) of the 


Price 12 1-2 cts. 


garPast Volumes of the Circular, and the 
Perfectionist, can be furnished; and any of the 
above Publications may be sent by mail to all 
parts of the country. 

ras Persons writing to us on business con- 
nected with the Circular, or for the purpose of or- 
dering any of the above publications, are particular- 


A Victory Gained. 

There is something in the life and 
spirit of human nature, that fills us with 
suggestions of envy, and makes it very 
difficult to yield precedence to others. 
‘Do ye think that the Scripture saith in 
vain, the spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth 
to envy ?’ This spirit has been one of 
the worst enemies of the doctrine of holi- 
ness; and the struggle with it has been 
one of the most serious experiences of the 
Association. 

In all our contests with principalities 
and powers, we should always seek our final 
victory back inthe experience of the Primi- 
tive church. What we seek to do, is done. 
Christ conquered the spirit of envy in the 
first church ; andall that remains for us to 
do is to get into vital communication 
with them. Our experiences will turn 
out at last to be only miniatures and 
copies that the Lord has made, for the 
purpose of enabling us to see distinctly 
the originals in the first church. That 
is the extent of the value and meaning 
of our experience. It answers a very 
good purpose in leading us to see what 
Christ has done for us. He is giving 
us experience that will raise our imagina- 
tions to the highest conception of the 
glorious righteousness there isin the 
past. 

In the Primitive church, the spirit of 
envy was drawn out in its full strength, 
in the case of Paul. In the first place, 
he was allowed to sink into ‘the deep- 
est pit of unbelief and opposition te 
Christ, to become the ‘chief of sinners,’ 
and a terror to all believers. Then he 
was lifted up in the midst of Christ’s old 
favorites—Peter, James, John, and the 
other apostles—until it was manifest 
that he was Christ’s special favorite.— 
Paul was put through a course of disci- 
pline far superior to all others, and, of 
course, obtained glory exceeding all 
others. He attained a position analogous 
to that of Christ. Paul’s rising till he 
excelled Peter, destroyed the spirit of 
envy. The spirit that caused among tlie 
disciples the dispute as to who should be 
greatest, was not finally extinguished, 
until Christ took Paul and lifted him up in 
their midst, saying, ‘ You need not quar- 
rel among yourselves: here is my fiavor- 
ite.’ Paul was cut off from glorying, by 
his previous character and wickedness.— 
He would also have to acknowledge, in 
strict historical justice, that credit was 


due to Peter for the continuous testi-! emanate from him. God is not only the 
mony of the gospel, and for providing a past Creator of all things, but a present 
church into which he could throw himself’ C 


after he was converted. It was Peter’s 


lieutenant that received Paul’s sword) that is produced by the multitude of 


when he surrendered. Peter was at first 
a father to Paul, and afterwards Paul 
became a father to Peter ; and both were 
necessary to the continuance of the gos- 
pel testimony in the world. 


Christ predicted this great battle with 


the principality of envy, in the parable |of all things, we can receive them in a 
of the vineyard. Some of the laborers; truthful way 
entered the vineyard at the first hour of! be poisonous to our life, and tend to make 
the day, others at the third, others at/ us animals, if we conceive of it simply as 





ly requested to write their name, Post-office and 
State, as distinctly as possible 


the sixth, others at the ninth, and some’ the fruit of tle ground, 
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at the eleventh hour ; but they all ‘ re- 
ceived every mana penny.’ Those that 
had borne the burden and heat of the 
day, thought they ought to receive more; 
but the answer was, ‘Is it not lawful for 
me to do what I will with my own ?— 
Is thine eye evil because Iam good ?’ 
The disciples, very likely, had at first 
some grumbling in their hearts, because 
Paul was elevated above them ; but it 
soon became their delight. In that 
transaction the spirit of envy was thor- 
oughly overcome ; and there is now a 
spirit developed, not only in Christ, but 
in human nature, and in the church, 
that has thoroughly submitted to the 
sovereignty of God in regard to the dis- 
tribution of offices. 

The desire to be great, is ‘good in it- 
self ; the mischief lies in comparing our- 
selves with others. It is not necessary to 
compare ourselves with others in order to 
have a sense of nobleness, and enjoy the 
consciousness of having a good, lovely, pure 
spirit in us, The sense of exclusive own- 
ership in a thing is not necessary to the 
enjoyment of it. For instance, if I have 
the privilege of looking ata beautiful 
picture and enjoying it, what good will it 
do me to add to that the feeling of own- 
ership? That feeling actually detracts 
from enjoyment instead of increasing it. 
So of the love of eminence, if persons 
would throw away superfluous compari- 
son, they would enjoy their sense of no- 
bleness infinitely better, and have no dif- 
ficulty about others’ préeminence. There 
is the same temptation for Christ to envy 
the Father, if he could be tempted, in 
that way, that there is for us to envy each 


A Table Talk. 

‘If any man be in Christ he is a new 
creature ; old things have passed away ; 
behold all things are become new.’— 
(2 Cor. 5: 17.) How have all things 
become new ? ‘ All things are of God.’— 
The unregenerated mun sees things grow- 
ing as the result merely of natural laws. 
But the spiritual nan—the new man in 
Christ Jesus—sees all things centrally, 
not simply with his natural perception, 
but with his interior understanding : he 
perceives God as the center of creation, 
around which all things cluster. All the 
processes which we trace out with the 
natural understanding, are but external 
manifestations—the superficial show of 
things: the realities are in God, and 


reator—he is constantly creating new 
things. Every thing that grows, and all 
agencies at work in the world, are but so 
many developments of his life: even the 
food we cat is filled with the life of God. 
When we see things in this central way, 
with hearts of faith, understanding that 
God is the present Creator and upholder 


The food we receive will 


The wsefulness of life consists in its 
return to God. When life that has em- 
anated from God, and united itself to 
matter, returns to its source, it attains 
itsend. Life is sent forth into creation 
to bless and glorify God. If it stops in 
its circuit, or turns outward from God, it 
fails to fulfill its function. But if our 
life turns back to God in faith and love, 
laden with gratitude and thankfulness 
for his gifts, we forward his purpose, and 
complete the circuit—send life back to 
its source. 

Eating and drinking, when properly 
conducted, is a sacrifice to God. We may 
conceive of life as a tree, growing out of 
God, of which we are branches. The life 
of the tree is a unit, and, of course, what- 
ever nourishes the branches, benefits the 
great tree of life, and is a sacrifice to God. 
If we.eat with the consciousness that our 
life is received from God, and that all its 
processes are connected with the divine 
life, our life, as Paul says, ‘increasing 
with the increase of God,’ then our food 
is a sacrifice to God—an_ incense offering 
—ministering growth and nourishment 
to his great temple. 





Sufficiency of Grace. 

When Paul thrice besought the Lord 
that the thorn in the flesh might depart 
from him, the answer of the Lord was, 
‘ My grace is sufficient for thee ; for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness,’— 
This assurance from the Lord to Paul, of 
the sufficiency of His grace and strength, ' 
was, enough—it satisfied his heart ;. and 
he ut once turned from the attitude of 
supplication to rejoicing. ‘ Most gladly, 
therefore,’ he says, ‘ will I rather glory in 
my infirmities, that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me. Therefore I take 
pleasure in reproaches, in necessities, 
in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s 
sake; for when I am weik then am 
I strong.’ Was this experience pecu- 
liar to Paul ? Or does it illustrate the 
experience of believers generally ? Has 
not every believer in Christ, in seasons of 
tribulation and distress, when the heart 
turned to God in prayer for deliverance, 
received a corresponding answer and as- 
surance from the Lord—-‘ My grace is 
sufficient for thee.” It is very natural 
for the heart, when beset with trials and 
temptations, to look around for some way 
of escape—to pray for deliverance, But 
God, who has a purpose concerning us, 
and who is seeking to perfect his will in 
us, sees that escape from trials, is not 
what we so much need, as to learn patience 
and submission, and to enter into sym- 
pathy with His will and purpose concern- 
ing us. Apparent evils are often permit- 
ted, it would seem, to come upon us as 
security to us from real and greater evils. 
Paul, in consequence of the revelation 
that was given him, was in danger of be- 
ing exalted.above measure, and the Lord 
gave him a thorn in the flesh, &. God’s 
care and loving kindness, in the affliction, 
was made manifest to him, and he re- 
joiced in the promised sufficiency of God’s 
grace and strength. And the same spir- 





it prompted him, evidently, when he tes- 
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tified in another place—that ‘ Our light 
affliction, which is but fora moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory.’ W. H. W. 
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Work and Play. 

By no means the least important effect which 
we hope to realize from the application of resur- 
rection-principles to matters of every-day life, is, 
the elevation of labor from its present slavish 
and unattractive condition, into the character of 
a pleasure, and an ordinance of worship. Physi- 
cal and mental action, as the world goes, is divided 
into two grand divisions,—labor and recreation, 
or work and play. Of these, the former is consi- 
dered indispensable, but disagrecable and irksome, 
and to be endured only as a necessary evil; while 
the latter, in one form and another, is universally 
sought and desired, by persons of every rank and 
character. 

In considering the subject, the question natu- 
rally occurs, Where, precisely, lies the distinction 
between work and play? where does action cease 
to become tiresome and oppressive, and become 
inspiring and attrattive? Experience suggests 
that the difference does not lie so much in the 
character of the thing done, as in the duration, 
or continuity of application in the case. Thus, a 
game of ball is a very pleasant and agreeable re- 
creation. An hour or two spent in this exercise, 
by its lovers, generates a healthful and hearty 
glow, both physically and mentally. Yet who 
would net esteem it the vernest drudgery, were he 
condemned to play at ball during a life-time? or 
who would not prefer to plough, or plant, or reap, 
or mow, rather than lead a life of such dull uni- 
formity ? 

The truth is, the great charm of sport of every 
description, ‘lies in the freedom of change which 
it allows. The best sport grows tiresome by 
constant repetition; and so, on the other hand, 
the hardest work is made attractive by frequent 
change. So iong as labor is carried on in a mo- 
notonous routine, so long as a single form of ac- 
tion is to occupy the individual for a life-time, 
till the faculties are stereotyped, and rendered in- 
efficient in other directions,—so long the curse of 
oppressive labor will remain, and work will be 
arduous and unattractive. That this is almost 
universally the case, with greater or less modifi- 
eation, need hardly be asserted. As a single ex- 
ample, take the numerous class of factory-opera- 
tives. They acquire a high degree of mechanical 
dexterity in the execution of their peculiar func- 
tion; but there is no soul in it—it is an inert, 
lifeless affair,—the limbs moving, muscles expand- 
ing and contracting, but the spirit, which, should 
be the vitalizing agent, torpid, or active only in a 
different channel. 

But the gospel shows us a brighter side. We 
are persuaded that in the resurrection, all distinc- 
tion between labor and sport will be removed ; 
and that the same free, joyous spirit which pre- 
vaiis in ene will pervade the other. Communism 
enables us to realize this truth, to some extent, 
in its practical application to our present condition. 
The frequency of change which our organization 

admits—the easy transition from one business to 
another, the enthusiasm of aggregation, and bet- 
ter still, the consciousness of the blessing of God 
on our effurts,—these are fast removing the dis- 
tinction between work and play, and merging 
them inone. We anticipate, at no very remote 
period, the time when the two will be considered 
inseparable—a dua!ty which once formed and ce- 
mented by the power of the spirit, and the ele- 
ment of brotherly love, can never be dissevered. 











The Age of Unity. 

The ages of the reign of sin have been ages of 
Division. Sin itself is centrifugal, driving away 
from God and unity; and, falling in with this 
tendency, God has made still further and positive 
arrangements for scattering and so weakening its 
forces. The following great facts of human his- 
tory show both the providential and the natural 
working of this law : 

1. Death is an ordinance of division. 

2. Diversity of language. 

3. Dispersion of the race by distance. 

4, The separation of Jews and Gentiles. 

5. Family exclusiveness. 

6. Property exclusiveness. 

These are all mamfestations of the law of sep- 
syation, consequent on sin. 


unily. The centripetal force, the law of attrac- 
tion and return, began to work 1800 years ago.— 
Let us sec what has been effected : 

1. The partition between the Jews and the 
Gentiles was taken away. 

2. A beginning was made on the day of Pente- 
cost of restoring unity of speech. Modern zeal 
for the study of languages has followed up this 
beginning, and has been connected constantly with 
the Bible. 

3. The breaking up of exclusive familism was 
commenced in the Primitive church, and modern 
socialism is following after. 

4. A beginning was made of breaking up prop- 
erty exclusiveness, which is also now endorsed 
and agitated all over the world. 

5 Dispersion by distance is passing away.— 
A hundred years ago, large portions of the earth 
were unoccupied; and while they invited emigra- 
tion, the facilities of communication were so poor 
that nations living a thousand miles apart were 
almost the same as dead to each other. Now 
the earth is nearly occupied ; separation by with- 
drawal to new localities is impossible; and tele- 
graphs and steam power are fast annihilating all 
separation by distance. 

6. Division by death is passing away. The 
facts of the ‘spirit manifestations’ show that the 
barrier between the living and the dead is being 
overcome, and the two worlds are ready to flow 
together. These things clearly indicate the ap- 
proaching unity of the dispensation of the full- 
ness of times; when ‘ God will gather together 
in one all things in Christ; both which are in 
heaven, and which are on earth.’ 





NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


FROM EUROPE. 

The most interesting news by the last arrival 
is that of the final ratification of the treaty of 
peace, which is officially published in full. The 
ratifications were exchanged at Paris, on Sunday 
the 27th of April, by the Plenipotentiaries in full 
Congress. The principal provisions of the treaty 
are the following: The Black sea is to be neutral- 
ized, that is, to have no armed fleets or fortresses, 
within its bounds, and to be thrown open to the 
commerce of all nations; the navigation of the 
Danube is to be made free; the two disputed 
Principalities are to return to the sovereignty of 
Turkey ; the territories acqmred by conquest 
during the war are to revert to their original pos- 
sessors; the allied forces are to be withdrawn 
from Turkey, and she is to be received into the 
European family of nations. The treaty also con- 
tains an official notification from the Sultan of 
his late firman granting full religious liberty to 
his Christian subjects. Russia cedes a small por- 
tion of territory on the Bessarabian frontier, for 
the ostensible purpose of carrying out the pro- 
visions in regard to the free navigation of the Dan- 
ube. The peace is said to be unpopular in Rus- 
sia. In the Crimea, the lately hostile forces are 
now mingling freely with each other, and the 
commanders are exchanging courtesies in the way 
of reviews, and dejewners or festive entertain- 
ments. The soldiers of the Allied armies are em- 
barking for their native countries as fast as they 
can. 

The delay of the English Government to ar- 
swer the request of the U. S. for the recall of 
Mr. Crampton was exciting considerable stir in 
England, and the negotiations on the Central 
American question was a subject of some anxiety. 
A ministerial crisis was considered to be ap- 
proaching. 

WASHINGTON. 

There is considerable ferment in political circles, 
in regard to the recognition of Walker’s Govern- 
ment in Nicaragua by that of the U. States. 
Interested parties are making every effort to bring 
it about, but up to the latest advices nothing 
definite had been done in regard to it by the cab- 
inet at Washington. 

The shooting of a waiter in one of the hotels 
at Washington, by a member of Congress from 
California, a Mr. Herbert, has excited considerable 
sensation and newspaper talk. Mr. Herbert be- 
came irritated by one of the waiters declining to 
get him his breakfast, contrary to the rules of the 
house, and got into a scuffle with him. The 
waiters on one side, and some friends of the Con- 
gressman on the other, joined in the fray, which 
ended in the waiter’s being shot dead. Mr. Her- 
bert has so far managed to keep out of prison 
and has finally been liberated on bail. 

KANSAS. 
Affairs in the territory are becoming more crit- 
ical than ever. The shooting of Jones, who is 





Christ came to displace sin, and bring about 


lingering along and not likely to recover, has pro- 





duced a good deal of excitement among the ‘ bor- 
der ruffians.’ Attempts have been made, by 
obliging him to appear as a witness elsewhere, to 
prevent Gov. Reeder attending to his duties be- 
fore the Congress Investigating Committee, but 
so far without success, The Grand Jury of one of 
the Courts have been instructed to indict all the 
Free State officers for high treason, and Gov. Rob- 
inson was stopped in Missouri, on his way to St. 
Louis and obliged to remain there until it could 
be ascertained whether or no he was indicted.— 
There was some expectation that the proceed- 
ings of the investigating committee would be vio- 
lently interfered with from the fear of the disclo- 
sures they were likely to make. 





ITEMS. 

—There is considerable agitation in 
Germany on the subject of the separation of Church 
and State. A majority of the members of the pre- 
vailing sects, Protestant as well as Catholic, consider 
that any such result will be detrimental to the 
cause of Christianity; and the Conference of the 
German Protestant State churches, has demanded 
that the doctrines of any new sect shall be examined 
by the Government before they are allowed the lib- 
erty of public worship. 


—The London Atheneum announces 
the recent arrival at the British Museum of a large 
collection of Assyrian marbles and antiquities from 
the supposed site of the ruins of Nineveh. The 
sculptures are said to be remarkable for the 
taste and elegance, and high degree of finish they 
exhibit, and to furnish much additional light on the 
subject of Assyrian life and history. 


—Life Illustrated says, the European 
exiles residing in New York city are firmly convinced 
that the despotic governments of Europe keep paid 
spies in the United States to observe the movements 
of the foreign democratic population. They are 
also of the opinion that by means of letters from 
Europe, and agents who obtain employment in news- 
paper offices, the press in this country is used by 
the same governments, for the sake of influencing 
public opinion here. We guess not much harm 
will be done. 


—Books have multiplied to such an 
extent in our country that it takes 750 paper mills 
with 2,000 engines, in constant operation, to 
supply the printers, who work day and night 
endeavoring to keep their engagements with pub- 
lishers. These tireless mills produced 270,000,000 
pounds of paper the past year, which immense sup- 
ply has sold for about $27,000,000. 


—The business of the telegraph lines, 
the present season, is said to far exceed that of 
any previous year. 


—They are talking in Paris of a rail- 
road from that city to Constantinople, to pass 
through Switzerland, Illyria, and Herzegowina. 


—lIt is becoming customary for par- 
ties wishing to visit Europe, to club together and 
charter the whole cabin of a vessel. 


—A party of Southern emigrants un- 
der the command of Col. Buford have arrived in 
Kansas. Their number is estimated at two or three 
hundred. 


—-The May anniversaries have com- 
manded more attention this season, we should think 
from the reports of the press, than for several pre- 
vious years. The Tract society, about whose course 
in regard to the subject of slavery, there has been 
much public discussion of late, had rather a stormy 
meeting. The old liners it appears, supposed that 
an attempt would be made to elect a new set of offi- 
cers, and thus secure a new administration ; but the 
anti-slavery members contemplated no such system 
of tactics. They however made a motion and car- 
ried it through, for the appointment of a committee 
of fifteen to investigate the Society’s management 
and general administration and report thereon. A 
new feature has been introduced into the usual pro- 
graiame of Anniversary exercises. The American 
Congregational Union prepared and served up a col- 
lation of light viands to the clergymen and other 
celebrities of that denomination. A large company 
was collected on the occasion, and the assembly was 
entertained, as is usual at such times, with toasts 
and speech-making, and with a detachment of Dod- 
worth’s brass band to furnish them music. 





An Oneida Journal. 

Monday evening, May 42.—One who has 
heretofore written a good deal for the Circular, 
related some experience which called the atten- 
tion of the school to the subject of writing. He 
said he sat down awhile before meeting, with a 
purpose he had hadinhis mind all day, to 
write something for the paper; but he found 
himself shut up—some obstruction hindered the 
flow of thought and expression, which was ounce 
nathral and easy to him. He thought the ob- 





struction was of an atmospheric nature; that the 
old writing corps had been thoroughly merged in 
the Association, and entered into sympathy with 
its general state in respect to utterance ; and 
they would be cramped, and lose what fac- 
ulty they had, unless a new interest could be ex- 
cited in the whole body. He exhorted all to 
faith and a spirit of improvement in respect to 
writing. A good spirit of interest and enthusi- 
asin in this line, will create a favorable medium, 
and none should be willing, by mental laziness 
and weak indulgence of the ‘I can’t spirit,’ to 
help generate an atmosphere in which it is hard 
for any to write. He recommended all to avail 
themselves of the benefits of a plan which is 
already in limited operation. Mr. N. offered 
sometime since to fill up his leisure time in cor- 
recting compositions for as many as would try 
to write thinking that the young and illiterate, 
as wellas the best informed, could not take a 
better means to improve. A class is started, and 
the talk this evening will be likely to extend it. 

Tuesday evening, May 13.—Mrs S—— was 
the subject of criticism this evening. She was 
generally commended as being a valuable and 
edifying member, but it was thought, on the 
other hand, that her philoprogenitiveness is not 
yet fully sanctified. Her attention is morbidly 
excited, from time to time, toward her children 
in the world. This is a weakness in her character, 
which exposes her to the assaults of worldly, 
outside influences. She needs to lear a lesson 
on this point—to realize that the attitude which 
Christ sustained toward his worldly relations is 
the only safe position for us to assume as spirit- 
ual persons. He said: ‘ Whosoever shall do the 
will of God, the same is my brother, and my 
sister, and mother.” (Mark 3: 35.) If we 
belong to Christ, and purpose to follow him in 
the regeneration, the truth must be invited to 
come between us and all merely natural relations. 
Mrs. Cracin’s example, in regard to this matter, 
was commended, and the following passage, from 
an article in the first volume of the Circular, de- 
scriptive of the attitude she sustained toward her 
worldly friends, was read: “Mrs. C. was an 
affectionate daughter and sister, but she sacrificed 
these relations in embracing Perfectionism, and 
was almost entirely separated from her family 
friends by her connection with the society of be- 
lievers. They thought her sadly deluded, and she 
refused to accept any better treatment from them 
than they bestowed on the religion she had es- 
poused.. In all the communication she had with 
her friends she faithfully defended her faith, and 
yielded to them nothing of her self-respect.” 

NOTES OF DISCUSSION. 

Wednesday, Apr. 30.—It seems quite impor- 
tant that we should have regard, in our love 
experience, to the spirit that is the element of it. 
We should distinguish, as the Bible does, between, 
true and false love, and should be aware that our 
love operations may be carried on in a spirit of 
justification and peace under heavenly influences, 
or in a spirit of condemnation and wrath, under 
evil influences. This is the position of the Bible 
evidently. There is a great deal said in the way 
of denouncing the false action of amativeness in 
the Bible. The New Testament is full of it. ‘ Adul- 
terers and fornicators God will judge.’ Then it 
is equally true that this passion may be exercised 
in the way of life and health. As far as there is 
a pure and innocent feeling in regard to love 
among us, it has come by connecting love and re- 
ligion together, by cleaving to what we call the 
ascending fellowship, taking God and Christ and 
the Primitive church into our love. And that is 
the only position in which we have a conscious- 
ness of justification and life. As far as love is 
carried on in any other element, so far it does 
come under the frown of the law and judgment, 
—the consciousness is not one of innocence in 
the matter, but of condemnation, and the result 
is, a state of reaction. Such love is always fol- 
lowed by reaction, which is destructive to life, 
both spiritual and bodily. 

It is to be borne in mind that there is no mere 
theory that will furnish us with justification. It 
must be a spirit that justifies us—the Spirit of 
Christ. No theory of free love is sufficient to 
give us the consciousness of innocence. Our call- 
ing is to attain the conditions of the justified spirit 
in all our social relations; and that is to be 
done by sticking to the principle of the ascending 
fellowship. The principle is applicable in this 
matter that Paul laid down in regard to the cele- 
bration of the Lcrd’s Supper. He said some ate 


and drank damnation tu themselves, not discern- 
ing the Lord’s body; ‘for this cause many are 
weak and sickly among you, and many sleep.’ It 
is an ordinance of life and resurrection experience 
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in its true action, but if it is perverted it results 
in a state of re&ction and evil, proportionable 
to the power of the ordinance. 

Wednesday, May 7.—The subject that was 

named last week for discussion this evening, was 
that of jealousy—true and false jealousy. Paul 
says, (2 Cor. 11: 2) “ Iam jealous over you with 
godly jealousy, for 1 have espoused you to one 
husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin 
to Christ ; but I fear, lest by any means, as the 
serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so your 
minds should be corrupted from the simplicity 
that is in Christ.” God is cafled, a ‘jealous God’ 
in the Bible. There is foundation for the idea 
that jealousy is a true feeling and passion of our 
nature under certain circumstances. Indeed it is 
a radical one, and one that we cannot get rid of ; 
and the question seems to be, how to make it work 
correctly, how io make a beneficial and useful 
passion of it. When love isin the partnership 
spirit, when it takes God andjthe}Community into 
it, then jealousy is a natural and justifiable feel- 
ing arising towards any influence which seems to 
be operating to alienate any party who is claimed 
for God and the Community. Jealousy in such 
circumstances, and in that spirit, is true jealousy, 
and not offensive to God, or to good sense ; it is 
something to be recognized and provided for, and 
in fact to be made a duty. It is a spirit that re- 
fuses to see the Community interest sacrificed. 
It is jealousy based not on individual interests, 
but on Community interest, not on selfishness, 
but on love, fellowship, union, and is a meet pas- 
sion for a great heart that takes in God and all 
his family. The principle is illustrated in the 
case of a mercantile partnership. In such a 
partnership, business goes on well and harmoni- 
ously as long as all the transactions are profitable 
to the firm. But let one party see another en- 
gage in transactions tending to involve the firm 
in a loss, no matter how small the amount, a 
sharp spirit of jealousy immediately takes fire, 
and manifests itself in opposicion. The distinc- 
tion between a spirit of justification and con- 
demnation in our love relations, arises from this 
principle of jealousy in God himself. God ap- 
proves of all love that operates to direct the heart 
to him, all love that centers in him, and disap- 
proves all that tends to alienate from him. Ard 
that approval or disapproval is mamfested in our 
consciousness by a sense of justification or the 
opposite, according as our love is centripetal or 
centrifugal in its tendencies. Now there cannot 
be any external rule of conduct given which shall 
determine which of these influences shall flow in 
upon us. It is aspiritual question. The question 
is, does your love lead you to God or away from 
God? If it is toward God, then it is in the ele- 
ment of justification, because God cannot help 
approving of it. On the other hand, if it leads 
away from him, he cannot help disapproving of 
it, ‘and you feel a spirit of condemnation. In 
cases where love between parties tends to make 
them hard-hearted and frivolous and isolated, no 
true Community heart can help feeling a spirit of 
jealousy, and it is natural, and something that we 
should all see to it that we make allowance for. 
We cannot be in vital relations with God and the 
Community, without allowing the right of this 
passion to come in when there 1s occasion for it, 
All our passions are good in their place ; and it is 
useless trying to mutilate our nature. You may 
experiment in that way a thousand years and you 
will be as far from your object as when you start- 
ed. Yet the first impulse, when things are go- 
ing wrong, is to try to right them by suppressing 
the passion concerned. That is not the way to 
do it. We must assume that every passion has 
a channel of faith and the ascending fellowship in 
which it can act. We must surround our passions 
with the confession of Christ, and then not be 
afraid of them. Jealousy is one among the rest. 
Jealousy in the Community spirit is a true in- 
stinct, and will guide aright. 








A Contrast. 

[ returned yesterday morning from a fifteen 
days’ business excursion. This short absence has 
given me a new appreciation of Community-life, 
and has naturally led me to contrast the influen- 
ces which prevail here with those I found in 
society abroad. The thing which most impresses 
me on my return is, the reference that is con- 
stantly paid in the Association to God in respect 
toevery thing. At the Buible-game in the morn- 
ing, at the table, in work, in sport, in the meet- 
ings, every where and at all times, the name of 
Christ is honored. Do friends return? thanks 
are offered for the good providence which has 
attended them. Hasa member been blessed with 
zood experience? the Lord is praised for the 
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same. Is one conscious of an improvement in 
health ? he attributes it to Christ’s power and 

. Has one been in trial and suffering ? 
the hand of God is still recognized and his good- 
ness acknowledged. , 

Not so in common society. There one seldom 
hears the name of God and Christ mentioned, ex- 
cept perhaps on special occasions, unless it be 
with irreverence. True, one day is set apart for 
religious worship; and on that day church mem- 
bers and others direct their attention more 
especially to religious matters. So far so good.— 
But religion is an every-day, practical, attractive 
thing with very few. Christ is not generally in- 
vited into business, and is not often a topic of 
conversation. Young people are ashamed to talk 
of God and heavenly subjects, and the one that 
has earnestness enough to transgress the general 
rule in this respect becomes a laughing-stock. 

Yes, we thank the Lord for this school, where 
his name is constantly honored, and his Spirit 
and influence always invited and ever welcome— 
where the revival element finds a home in the 
hearts of old and young. 

The effect of the revival movement fifteen or 
twenty years ago, which carried with it such 
power, was to take religion out of the Sunday 
harness, and make ita thing of immediate and 
daily interest. Those who were in sympathy 
with the work of God then, felt that religion was 
not a thing to be attended to merely on stated oc- 
casions, but that it commanded their continuous 
attention. This Association, it may be said, was 
born of that revival movement, . and it is 
proper to expect that the work of mingling re- 
ligion with matters of daily life will go on in it 
until the following beautiful passage will be fully 
realized—* Behold, the tabernacle of God is with 
men, and he will dwell with them, and be their 
God. And God shall wipe away all tears‘from 
their eyes ; and there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be 
any more pain; for the former things are passed 
away.” Rey. 21: 3, 4. w. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 
Minnesota City, M. T., Feb. 13. 
‘The thing we can’t but purpose, we postpone.’ 

I have often resolved to put myself into more fre- 
quent communication with the brethren and sis- 
ters at Oneida, by opening my heart more 
fully than I have done. I am more than con- 
vinced of the truth of your position; and have 
been looking forward for years to the time when 
I might be couperating a little more effectually 
than at present in building up that kingdom that 
is destined to break in pieces and overthrow all 
other kingdoms of earth. For a long time I have 
felt tu confess Christ as a complete Savior—to 
address to him the full homage of a grateful 
heart. 

Thou art the Christ. It is thy hand I own 

Has led, and guided, and supports me still. 

Through Death’s dark valley though I wali alone, 

Upheld by Thee my soul shall fear no ill ; 

Aad yet how often in an arm of flesh, 

My heart has trusted in her hour of need— 

Till the poor wounded spirit bled afresh, 

Pierced by the shaft of such a broken reed. 

Long had I learned the dogmas men have taught— 

Kep’t the commandments which they nam’d for Thee— 

Fellowed their shadowy foot steps, till I thought 

That sleep’s sweet dream was Life’s reality. 


It was th y voice that sounded in mine ear 
Breaking thespell of slumber and of night, 

* What meanest thou, 0 sleeper ! dost thou hear? 
Awake ! arise! and Christ shall give thee light.’ 
Earth has no music like that heavenly voice, 
That bids the wearied spirit come and rest— 
Says to the mourning, broken heart, ‘ rejoice, 

I am the refuge for the soul oppressed.’ 
Henceforth, O Christ ! thy sacred cross I own ; 
Not the world’s maxims, or its faith or trust 
Have power to tempt me, for my heart has known 
How all its fleeting pleasures turn to dust. 


T have long anticipated that the time would 
come when I should be connected with some 
Commune either in the East or West, and I have 
not yet dismissed the hope. R. Pixr, Jr. 

Wallingford Commune, May 7.—We have the 
happiness of the society of Mr. and Mrs. Burt 
this evening. It makes it seem really like seeing 
Oneida to have them here. I realize quite pleas- 
antly how much mixed up we are—how ‘one and 
indivisible’ the three Communes have become. I 
thank God for translating us from the little nar- 
row circle of the worldly ‘ family spirit,’ into the 
boundless and unending sympathies of his king- 
dom. What prospect can charm the heart and 
kindle its enthusiasm like that of continual growth 
in unity—unending progress in love? This is 
certainly the joy that is set before us. The end 
and aim of all experience is to learn the lesson 
that God is love.’ In our business meet- 





ing to-night, while framing a programme of 





to-morrow’s work, Mr. K., describing the condi- 
ion of some of the posts and bars on the farm, 
remarked that ‘the posts were good for noth- 
ing besides being so far apart that the bars 
could but just catch in the holes, and as to the 
bars, there were only half enough of them, and 
what there were, were likely to be down a good 
deal of the time.’ Just as he was speaking, Mr. 
D., who is rather notable for a ready appreciation 
of the ludicrous, came along and hearing this sub- 
lime climax of criticism upon the fence, burst in- 
to a laugh which was quite contagious, and we all 
had a hearty shaking of sides at the expense of 
the disconsolate condition of things that was 
quite refreshing. I thought this a good illustra- 
tion of the value of that kind of refinement which 
can appreciate and appropriate the good there is 
in everything. When we become perfectly re- 
fined in all our faculties, the whole creation, and 
every circumstance of our lives will be full of in- 
terest and sport. Everything that is good and 
beautiful will delight our sharpened vision, and 
we can even ‘laugh at our calamities’ knowing the 
good purpose of God in suffering us to be afflicted. 
H. J. 8. 
Putney, Vi., Aprii 20.— After returning to P. 
1 have had a great desire to renew my confession 
of Christ and my unity with the Church, and 
make it public through the Circular. Whenever 
I confess him I find that he rewards me with 
love for the truth. I do know there is strength 
given to overcome disease and make us rejoice in 
all our circumstances. Yours in love, 
P. P. Lorn. 


Wataga, Ill., May 2.—Enclosed please find 
$1. lL have been greatly blessed in reading the 
Berean. If I had read it five years ago, I should 
probably have sought a connection with you, 
when I should have been free, as I am not now. 
I have however a strong presentiment that I shall 
some time be wholly with you. God speed the 
happy day. Christ and the Truth and their 
claims are of course paramount, and I confess 
Christ director of. the whole matter. When it 
pleases him it will doubtless be, and this thought 
cheers me, while I try to serve him now in 
meeting the lawful claims of those immediately 
connected with me and dependent on me. 

I appreciate very highly the articles in late 
Nos. of the Circular on ‘ false love,’ ‘ definitions 
of love” &c, They tell the plain truths and the 
exact truths on a greatly perverted and miscon- 
ceived subject. The fraternity of ‘ Individual 
Sovereigns’ need light upon it as well as the 
church and society at large. There can be no 
freedom for false love, and those who seek such 
freedom will find it so by sad experience. 

Yours, &c., Rosert Gray. 





. .- . Are you not surprised to find how indepen. 
dent of money peace of conscience is, and how much 
happiness can be condensed in the humblest home ? 
A cottage will not hold the bulky furniture and 
sumptuous accommodations of a mansion; but is 
God be there, a cottage will hold as much happiness 
as might stock a palace. 


§om e Paragr aphs. 
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INVISIBLE POWER. 

A friend made a remark last night that 
struck me forcibly, not because it is a new 
idea, but because it chimed in with the 
tone of my thoughts of late. He said 
that our Association was not what it 
might appear to be, simply a body of men 
and women acting on their own responsi- 
bility, but that we were moved by a mighty 
principality. To any one who considers 
the results achieved in the Association, I 
think this truth must be evident. What 
the intelligence and enthusiasm of social 
reformers could not do, has been done by 
the magic of a little thing, which they 
neglected, viz., the confession of Christ. 
The unity which they vainly strove for, the 
new social order, with its appropriate sur- 
roundings, which they dimly dreamed of, 
we see here developing into beauty. All 
has been done by the magic of faith, the 
bond that still holds us together; and 
when I think of what that faith will do 
in time to come, and see, in imagination, 
Communism spread abroad over the great 
earth, my heart is lifted, in wonder and 
thankfulness, to that mighty Spirit whose 
providence is over us. E. H. D. 


A FAITH EXPRESSION. | 
I find it good, from time to time, to 
stir my heart up to faith in God’s good- 
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ness, and not suffer the unbelieving spir- 
it of the world to befog my heart and 
make me distrust his promises. I believe 
that his promises are sure, and that every 
jot and tittle of them will he fulfilled.— 
He has promised to give to those who ask, 
to open to those who knock, to cloth the 
naked, give food to the hungry and drink 
to the thirsty soul. How foolish it is 
then, ever to stand without, shivering in 
the cold and darkness, with such promis- 
es as these to encourage and invite us to 
him, in whom are ‘hid all the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge.’ All parents 
know the unspeakable delight of giving to 
their children, and supplying their wants ; 
but ‘how much more,’ Christ says, ‘ shall 
your Father which is in heaven give good 
things to them that ask him ?’ I confess 
my faith in his word, and am thankful 
for the assurance that he meets me when 
I draw near to him. When I sincerely 
go to him for help he never turns me 
empty away. 8. C. H. 


EXPERIENCE. 

When I am tempted tobe discouraged 
I find it a great help to me to look at all 
the good I have ever received of God— 
to remember he has undertaken to save 
me. Sometimes I wonder why God is so 
patient with me, to let me try so many 
times! I say to myself, ‘if God is not 
discouraged with me, I won’t be with my- 
self’ Then it makes me happy to think 
I canpray to him and tellhim my heart— 
that he hears me and answers my prayers. 
Then when I am lonesome, I can confess 
Christ my companion and lover, and feel 
him in my heart, and it keeps me from 
saying a great many idle words. But 
when I do not think of God, and let my 
attention be all taken up with outward 
things, in a little while I am unhappy, 
and feel lonesome. My experience this 
last winter has made me more stable than 
I ever was before—I do not get off the 
track so easy as I used to or so often, and 
when I do, it is easier getting on again. 
Discouragement and a bad conscience are 
the signs I have for telling when I am 
outward—a quiet happy heart when I am 
interior. HARRIET. 


THE NAME OF CHRIST. - 

I was thinking one day lately how 1 
should overcome acertain difficulty. I 
thought of two or three ways, when it 
came to me with power, ‘ Overcome by 
confessing Christ.’ 

There have been a number of instan- 
ces in my experience lately, in which the 
overcoming power of the confession of 
Christ has been made manifest. If op- 
pressed in body or spirit, feeling down- 
cast, or in any way tempted to be dis- 
couraged ; the confession of Christ dis- 
pels all—makes one feel encouraged, 
buoyant and happy. Surely there is al- 
mighty power in the corfession of Christ 
—in his name. How true it is that how- 
ever many evils we may see in a person, 
if they are free to confess Christ, in sin~ 
cerity and truth, those evils will disap- 
pear. We can, under the most trying 
circumstances, fall back upon the con- 
fession of Christ and go on our way 
rejoicing, nothing doubting, but God will 
prove himself faithful. In the New Tes- 
tament it is said there was power in the 
name of Christ to cast out devils—and 
todo many mighty works. And certainly 
there is the same power in his name now. 
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THE HAPPINESS OF CHRIST. 

All our goodzess is to come by fellow- 
ship with Christ—by being baptized into 
his spirit. And if we are happy, our 
happiness is to come in the same way. 
We are to be made happy by the infusion 
of his happiness. We are certain of his 
goodness ; but what do we know of his 
happiness ? From all records ofexperience 
the deepest happiness ever tasted by man, 
has been in the fellowship of his spirit— 
in the sense of his presence in the heart. 
We imagine that the most infinitesimal 
tincture, so to speak, of his happiness, 
produces all the exhilaration our life can 
bear at present. What then must be 
the fullness of his joy? Because of his 
nobleness, God anointed him with the 
oil of gladness above his fellows. He has 
entered into the joy that was set before 
him when he consented to the humili- 
ation of his life in the flesh. He is 
enjoying now, not only the glory he had 
with the Father before the world was, 
but the happiness of having filled heaven 
with joy, by his work on the earth, by 
the display of his nobleness, and the 
recovery of man. ‘ Blessed are they that 
are called to the marriage supper of the 
Lamb,’ 


KNOW WHAT YOU WORSHIP. 

God is love. You love a particular wo- 
man, and you think that you cannot love 
any body else, but if you analyze your 
feelings closely, you .will find that you do 
not love her, you love HaPPINEss, You 
love something that is inside of yourself. 
The delectable feeling that you have, is 
within you. The kingdom of heaven is 
within you, and so the kingdom of love is 
within you. Then the question may 
reasonably arise, whether it is the object 
of your love that causes this state of 
things. Is it certain that that woman is 
actually the cause of this delectability of 
the heart? No, God causes it. She is 
only a medium—Gopn is love. You love 
happiness in the first place, and in the 
second place you love Jove, as the means 
of happiness. Now God is love! so you 
ought to love God as the means of happi- 
ness, if you know what you are about.— 
One might just as soon think of loving 
some particular tune, and no other, as to 
think of loving some particular woman to 
the exclusion of others. I do not love 
some particular tune,—I love music—so 
I do not love some particular woman, or 
some particular vehicle of beauty, I love 
love—I love God. 





The following article from a late Phrenological 
Journal gives interesting indication of the progress 
of discovery in a spiritual direction, and its discrim- 
ination of local atmospheres is shrewd and enter- 
taining: 

Spiritual Atmospheres, 

Within the earth’s physical atmosphere exists 
another and a subtler one, which, for lack of a 
better and more strictly philosophical term, I 
will call the magnetic atmosphere. This atmos- 
phere has its changes, corresponding with the 
different epochs of humanity’s progress. It 
embraces the local and peculiar atmospheres 
of countries, cities and societies, which are 
made up of those of circies, families and indi- 
viduals. 

The magnetie, moral, or spiritual atmospheres 
of different countries différ in character even 
more widely than their several physical atmos- 
pheres. These differences are felt, but can be 
described only through their effects. One is 
found to be particularly favorable to develop- 
ment in a certain direction, or to the free and 
harmonious growth of a certain class of charac- 
ters, while another dwarfs these and causes an- 
other class to flourish. The spiritual atmosphere 
of New York is favorable to liberty rather than 
to law, or order, orharmony. It promotes the 


accumulation of material luxuries and encour- 





materialistic, sordid, and false. New York is 
somewhat French in its social and moral tone. 
In Boston we breathe less freely but more regu- 
larly. Order triumphs; sometimes in union 
with liberty, but triumphs at all events. Life 
is more earnest and truthful, perhaps than in 
New York, if less fre. Intellect soars like a 
mountain peak, but glitters as coldly as pinna- 
cles of ice in the winter moonlight. Boston 
is English in its dominant tone. Charleston, 
8S. C., (to note the other extreme) has a spir- 
itual atmosphere as bland and genial as its 
climate. In it the social affections embody 
themselves in forms of easy grace and symmetry 
unknown at the North. It is favorable to high 
classic culture, to luxury, refinement, courtesy, 
hospitality, reverence, benevolence, and a 
high sense of honor. It promotes law and 
order at the expense of freedom. Progress 
and aspiration are lulled to wakeless slumber. 
These people cry out with the fabled lotus- 
eaters, ‘‘ Let usalone. Things are well enough 


as they are. Progress isa chimera. Let us 
sleep anddream.” Charleston is Oriental in 
its tone. 


New York has its various loca] magnetic at- 
mospheres. Wall street, Broadway, the Bow- 
ery, up-town, have each their atmosphere.— 
These of course mingle, to some extent, and 
run into each other by imperceptible grada- 
tions. Each society, sect, trade, and profes- 
sion has also its peculiar magnetic or spiritual 
environment. Let any one who is at all sen- 
sitive to the subtle influences of the invisible 
forces which everywhere act upon us, whether 
we are conscious of their existence or not, go 
on Sunday to Grace Church, to the Taber- 
nacle, to the Church of the New Jerusalem, 
to one of the synagogues of modern Universal- 
ism, to an assembly of the ‘ Free-Thinkers,’ as 
a class of infidels choose to call themselves, 
and though he may be unpleasantly affected by 
all of them, he will find that no two are alike. 
If they all possess the same elements, the pro- 
portions are different. In the business world, 
the lawyers have their atmospheres, the clergy 
theirs, the physicians, the merchants, the me- 
chanies, theirs. The last is most favorable, 
perhaps, to spiritual development, though where 
all are so cremped it is hard to decide what 
class has, on the whole, the advantage. In the 
artizans, however, Jeagued with the students, 
literary men, and artists, rests the hope of the 
world, so far as that hope is centered on politi- 
cal and social reform. In European revolu- 
tions and in American agitations alike, they 
are ever found in the front ranks. 

One step more brings us to the individual. 
Each individual has his or her peculiar and 
characteristic atmosphere. As in the case of 
characters or faces, no two are exactly alike. 
One repels, another attracts; to a third we are 
indifferent. One brings peace and harmony, 
another discord and contention. When one 
with whom we closely sympathize approaches, 
we are often aware of it even before he is at 
the door, though we see him not. His atmos- 
phere reaches and mingles with ours. 

In the endless variety of individual atmos- 
pheres we have the elements of the most beau- 
tiful and harmonious combinations. As they 
are now mixed, we will not say combined, we 
have continual discords. The notes and the 
keys are before us. Shall we never learn to 
draw from them the anthem of social harmony ? 
If we are patient we shall see. 

In view of the facts which we have hinted 
at, rather than stated, certain practical reflec- 
tions present themselves. 

We have spoken of the influence upon us of 
the atmosphere in which we move. But we 
are not the creatures of these atmospheres ; 
they are rather ours. We create our own at- 
mospheres, or rather our atmospheres are a 
part of us, (as the earth’s atmosphere is a part 
of the earth,) and change with each change . of 
our interior or spiritual life. We help to give 
its tone and character to the atmosphere of our 
social circle, of the community in which we 
live, of the world Thus far, atleast, we are 
responsible. The reaction of these atmos- 
pheres upon us, the pressure of external cir- 
cumstances, we can only partially and indirect- 
ly control But no combinativn of circumstan- 
ces can relieve us from the duty of self-disci- 
pline and spiritual culture. It is only after 
we have put our own shoulders to the wheel 
that we are permitted to call upon Hercules to 
assist us. We ask in vain for God or good 
spirits to help us, while we make no effort to 
help ourselves. 

We cannot avoid wholly the atmospheric or 
magnetic influences of the society, trade, or 
profession in which we find ourselves; but we 
can, by the exercise of our will-power, make 
ourselves, as we say, positive to them, and 
thus resist, in part at least, their action. We 
can avoid, too, when business relations do not 
compel us to meet them, close contacts with 
discordant natures. And farther, when we 





ages parade and show, but tends to make men 


discover those whom our intuitions assure us 


THE CIRCULAR. 


are truthful and earnest and pure, we can seek 
their society and strive to assimilate ourselves 
to them. In that way will our spiritual de- 
velopment be promoted, and the highest aims 
of life attained. 





From The Country Gentleman. 
A Remedy for Moths. 


We were examining our wardrobe after the 
summer, and found to our surprise and grief, 
many of our choicest articles of apparel sadly 
damaged by the moths. In the midst of our 
trouble and the discussion as to the modes of 
protection against moths, which had been 
handed down by tradition, Aunt Julia came in. 

‘ Aunt Julia, how do you keep your winter 
clothing from the moths ?? we both asked eager- 
ly, as that good lady proceeded to lay aside 
her handsome shawl, which looked as fresh as 
ever after seven year’s wear. 

‘I used to suffer from moths as much as any 
one,’ replied Aunt Julia,’ taking her knitting 
from her little basket and sitting down: ‘ but 
I found a recipe in an old-fashioned book 
which has relieved me of much solicitude on 
the subject. It was many years before I could 
be persuaded to try it. In my young days 
money was not quite as plenty as now, but 

rovisions were cheap, and a farmer’s daughter 
en her married life better supplied with 
linen, blankets and bedquilts, than many a 
jewel-decked city belle. As I was an only 
daughter, and was not married too young, 
a noble pile of blankets, feather-beds, bed 
quilts, &c., became my portion. For many 
years after we removed to the city, I used to 
dread my summer’s work of airing beds, and 
packing away fine home-made blankets and 
quilts stuffed with softes: down. I tried snuff, 
tobacco, camphor, pepper and cedar chips, and 
yet as we changed our place of residence sev- 
eral times, some colony of moths, old squatters 
among the beams of the garret, in some unob- 
served scrap of woolen cloth, would perforate 
tiny holes in my choicest possessions.’ 

‘Why, Aunt Julia, I thought you hada 
cedar closet.’ 

‘Yes, when we moved into our new house ; 
but by that time my closet was to small for my 
increased wealth, and till I used this recipe I 
seldom passed a year without some moth holes, 
but now I have not seen one in nine years.’ 

‘ What was it, aunt? Have you the book ? 
or can you repeat it from your memory? It 
is too late to save these things, but I will write 
it down and try it next spring.’ So saying, 
Anna took out her little recipe book and pen- 
cil, while aunt Julia prepared to record the 
moth preventive. 

The book was an old one, with the title ob- 
literated and the title page worn out br some 
careless child, but the directions were these ; 

‘Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon 
earth where moth and rust doth corrupt ; but 
lay up for yourselves treasures in Heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves do not break through and steal,’ 

‘Oh, aunt Julia, is that all? How does 
that help the matter ?’ 

‘ Wait Anna, and hear my story out. One 
day as I was mourning over my choicest blan- 
kets, eaten by the moths, and airing my down 
bed quilts, and feather beds, which had been 
rendered obsolete by the introduction of spring 
mattrasses, as I stood ready to cry with vex- 
ation to see my choicest articles eaten in the 
most conspicuous places, as you have experien- 
ced to-day, my eye rested on an old Bible 
which lay on the top of a barrel of pamphlets, 
in the garret. 1 opened it and almost uncon- 
sciously read the recipe for avoiding moths 
which [ have given to-day. I then recollected 
that they seldom troubled the clothing in fre- 
quent use, and that the articles which caused 
me so much care were not needed twice a year. 
I then thought of Sophia Baker. with her large 
family and sick husband. They had been 
burned out the spring before, and were just 
entering upon a cold long winter of poverty. 
I sat down, and writing her a note, sent her two 
feather-beds and four blankets, and an old-fash- 
ioned ‘ coverlid’ that very day ; and two more 
blankets I dispatched to a poor old rhcumati: 
neighbor whose destitution hed never oecur- 
red to me before. [I then began to breathe 
freely; and before another week two more 
blankets were gone to comfort tired limbs 
and aching hearts. The cast off coats, cloaks 
and old pieces of carpeting which had long lain 
in my garret were given to the deserving poor. 
A bag of woolen stockings and socks, which 
had been kept for cleaning brass were sent to 
a charity institution, never again to become a 
temptation to the moths. I inquired particu- 
larly the next year and found the beds and 
blankets were in such an excellent preservation 
that I cheerfully laid up more of my surplus 
property ‘in heaven,’ and out of the way o’ 
moth and mould. My cedar closet anc trunks 





hold all\I wish to preserve, and when they 
begin to run over, I commit more articles to 





the keeping of my widowed and fatherless 
acquaintances.’ 

* But aunt Julia, yours is a peculiar case.— 
You had the home-made outfit of a farmer’s 
daughter, and could not expect to make use of 
it; besides the Bible does not eneourage wast- 
ing our goods extravagently ’ 

* I do not think the Bible leans to what is 
called extravagant sides. The rest of the chap- 
ter following the verse I have quoted gives little 
encouragement to much forethought either in 
food or raiment, and in another place it says, 
‘He that hath two coats, let him impart to 
him that hath née.’ This rule leaves very 
little to pack away in a cedar closet. In my 
opinion God’s providence is far from encour- 
aging extensive accumulation either of money 
or possessions, especially among Christians.— 
Fire and flood, drouth, mildew and moth stand 
ready to rebuke that spirit of covetuousness 
which the Lord abhorreth.’ 

‘Surely, aunt Julia, you would not have me 
give away the new furs you gave me last winter ? 
‘No my child; but let us examine for a mo- 
ment this moth eaten pile. Here are are three 
coats of your husband’s which he can never 
possibly wear again.’ 

‘ Those are for fishing, aunt.’ 

* How often does he fish ?? 

‘ Once in four or five years,’ said Anna, look- 
ing slightly discomfited. 

‘ Well, here is a bag of outgrown, shrunken 
socks and stockings, and these old dresses of 
Ada’s and these overcoats of the boys, that I 
heard you say were unfit to wear, even in the 
play-ground ; and besides I think you remarked 
that the whole difficulty originated in an old 
carpet which has been harboring moths many 
years, when it might have been out of bharm’s 
way upon some poor widow’s floor.’ 

Well, aunt, I believe you are half right.’ 
‘Try my rule, Anna; not after your prop- 
erty is ruined, but when you find you can spare 
it—even at the risk of sending some of your 
treasure to heaven before you have obtained 
all you could from its use. Many an old gar- 
ret have I known to be infested with moths, 
ruining hundreds of dollars worth of valuable 
articles, when the whole evil might be traced 
to an old coat or carpet selfishly or carelessly 
withheld from the poor. We are God’s stew- 
ards, and our luxuries are not given us to feed 
a ‘ covetousness which is idolatry,’ but are tal- 
ents which may be increased ten times before 
the great day of final account. When people 
ask how to prevent moths, I always long to say 
—‘ Lay up your treasure in heaven,’ because [ 
have found from experience it is a sure and 
convenient way.’ 

‘ Well, aunt, 1 own I never have thought 
much about it before as a matter of Christian 
duty. I will try before another year to confine 
my care to the articles I need, and shall hepe 
for better success.’ 





Currants and Gooseberries.— There is 
not a more beautiful shrub that grows, than the 
currant, when properly propagated; and the 
same may be said of the gooseberry. In or- 
der to make them form a beautiful minia- 
ture tree, take sprouts of last year’s growth, 
and cut out all the eyes or buds in the woud, 
leaving only two or three at the top; then push 
them about half the length of the cutting into 
mellow ground, where t. ey will root and run 
up a single stock, forming a beautiful, symimet- 
rical head Cutting the eyes out again the 
second year will cause it to grow higher By 
this plan, an unsightly bush may be chang. d 
into an ornamental dwarf tree; the fruit is 
also larger, ripens better, and wil] last on the 
bushes, by growing in perfection, until late in 
the fall— Home Journal. 





Dr. Busby was a severe, but not an ill-pa- 
tured man. It is related of him and one ot his 
scholars, that during the Doctor’s absence fiom 
his study, the buy found some plums in it; and 
being moved by lickerishness, began to eat 
some. First, however, he waggishly cried out, 
‘«T publish the banns of matrimony between my 
mout!: and these plums; if any here present 
know just cause or impediment why they should 
not be united, you are to declare it, or here- 
after hold your peace.” But the Doctor had 
overheard the proclamation, and said nothing 
till the next morning, when, causing the boy to 
be “ brought up”’ and disposed for punishment, 
he grasped the well-known instrument, and said 
‘* T publish the bans of matrimony between this 
rod and this boy ; if avy of you know just cause 
or impediment why they should not be united, 
you are to deelare it.” The boy himself called 
out, ‘*T forbid the banns!” “For what 
cause 77’ 
ties are not agreed.”” The Doctor enjoyed the 
validity of the objection, and the ceremony was 
not performed —Exchange. 
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‘* Because,” said the boy, “ the par- | 
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